PLANNING
BASICS
FOR
MODERN

2. Blended Families Need Extra Clarity

Modern families are as diverse and dynamic as
the world we live in. From blended households
with step-children to couples who never
married, and from grandparents raising
grandchildren to individuals with thriving
online businesses or crypto wallets—today’s
family structures and assets look very different
from those of past generations. Yet California’s
estate planning laws still rely on clear
documents and careful planning to protect the
people and property you care about.

Here are the key issues every modern family
should consider.

1. Why ““Do-Nothing” Isn’t an Option

If you pass away without a valid will or trust,
the State of California decides who inherits
through a process called intestate succession.

*Your spouse and biological children may
inherit in a way that leaves out step-children or
an unmarried partner entirely.

*Property could be tied up in a lengthy probate
proceeding, delaying access to funds your
loved ones may need immediately.

A custom estate plan avoids these unintended
outcomes and ensures that your wishes —not
the state’s default rules— guide the distribution
of your assets.

In blended families, it’s common to have children from previous relationships alongside step-
children or new partners. Without clear instructions:

e Step-children are not automatically heirs under California law.

e  Tensions can arise between a surviving spouse and children from a prior marriage if the

plan is vague or outdated.

Action Steps:



e Use aliving trust or well-drafted will to specify exactly who should receive what.

e Consider life insurance or separate property agreements to provide for both your spouse
and children.

e Update beneficiary designations on retirement accounts and insurance policies —these
override anything in your will.

3. Don’t Forget Digital Assets

Our lives are increasingly digital:

*  Social media profiles, photo libraries, and email accounts hold priceless memories.

*  Cryptocurrency wallets and NFTs can hold significant financial value.

*  Online businesses, domain names, or monetized content may produce ongoing income.
Without planning, loved ones may be locked out.
Solutions:

*  Keep a secure, up-to-date inventory of digital assets and how to access them.

e  Name a digital executor or include digital asset instructions in your estate plan.

*  Use services that allow you to store private keys or passwords safely while keeping them
accessible to your chosen representative.

4. Update Regularly as Life Changes

Marriage, divorce, the birth of a child, or a major purchase like a new home are all reasons to
review your plan. Even without big life changes, review every 3-5 years to ensure your
documents reflect your current wishes and comply with California law.

5. Partner With a Trusted Legal Team

An experienced estate planning attorney can help you:
*  Draft or update wills and trusts tailored to blended families.
e Create strategies to minimize taxes and avoid probate.

e Integrate digital asset management into your plan.



At Superheroes At Law, P.C., we believe every modern family deserves a plan that reflects its
unique story and protects the people—and the legacy —you love most.

Ready to safeguard your family’s future?
Schedule a free strategy session with our team and start building an estate plan that truly fits your
life today.



